
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SURROGACY
In the Name of the Child: The Perils of Surrogate Motherhood for Mother and 

Baby’

Friday 21 and Saturday 22 August 2026
Australian Catholic University,
Level 7, Greg Craven Centre

115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy  3065

A conference addressing the social, ethical, and human rights issues raised by 
surrogate motherhood agreements

           Speakers include:

Reem Alsalem, UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and Girls

Olivia Maurel, a child, now woman, born through surrogacy; author of
“In Search of My Mother”.

Xavier Symons, Director, Plunkett Centre for Ethics, ACU

“Odette” and “Bev”, Australian surrogate mothers

Rob”, the husband of a surrogate mother

Dr Renate Klein, Biologist and Social Scientist

Hon. Professor Nahum Mushin AM, former Judge, Family Court

Lily Clifford, founder of ARMS and Jo Fraser, Convenor of ARMS

Dr Lauren Burns, born of donor conception

Dr Penny Zagarelou-Mackieson, adopted person

Plus other distinguished academics, ethicists and people with lived experience
of mother/child separation

To register for the Conference please click here.

For more information contact ARMS on arms@armsvic.org.au or 0400 701 621

https://forms.gle/6XEYCotgWsCzHDmn7

